Newsletter 2009

My most memorable Valentine’s ever
came in 1960 when | was in first grade: It
was a Thursday. We were allowed
Valentine’s parties with all sorts of now
illegal sweets in school (homemade, most
of them!) We had Friday off for the rodeo
parade (and you know what the Salt Grass
Trail Ride does to the weather). The day
started out so warm all of us were in short
sleeves. By the time of the party it was snowing. As we watched the winter Olympics
that night my brother kept running through the house: "It's snowing in the front yard!
Oh, it’s snowing in the back yard too!!

The origin of St. Valentine remains a mystery. One story says he was a Roman
martyred for refusing to give up his Christian faith. Others say St. Valentine was a
local priest jailed for defiance during the reign of Claudius. He continued to marry
young men-while Claudius wanted all young men to stay single for service in the
army. We do know Valentine really existed because archaeologists have unearthed a
Roman catacomb and an ancient church dedicated to Saint Valentine.

| have always liked the story that says while he was jailed, Valentine would write
words of encouragement by pricking holes in heart-shaped violet leaves he could
reach from his cell window and pass to friends to take to his family. Another legend
says he healed his jailer’s blind daughter. And still another says he signed the letter he
wrote before his death "from your Valentine."

Valentine is an active saint yet today. It is thought he was martyred in 269 at Rome
and was declared a saint by Pope Gelasius in 496—February 14 marks the day of his
death as it does for all saints). And just in case someone asks, not only is he the
Patron Saint of love and lovers, he is also the Patron Saint of engaged couples, bee
keepers, epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy marriages, plague, travelers, and young
people. He is most often represented in pictures with birds and roses. (So now you
know how roses got involved too!)

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Mary C



Bob- & Jean Audas
H.D.”Dicky” Coulter
Mowilynw Diver
Johwnm East
Maowvin Evans
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Sue & Jack Kimbroughv
Bud & Kathy Miller
Dale Sandlivv
Koy & Jimumy Smitiv
Scotta Stanley
Ruthv Surovec
B & Loty Tidwell
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Update from Your Pastor Nominating Committee

We have made much progress to date. Our Church
Information Form (CIF) has been developed and
approved by the Committee on Ministry (COM) and
our Clerk of Session. It is posted on the Presbytery
website and now visible for searching pastors to
review. This is the phase where we need to be
patient. We monitor the website daily if any pastors
have left their Pastor Information Form (PIF) for us to
review. Presbytery has also matched us with some
pastors according to compatibility between both our
information.

The PNC is sorting through PIFs that have been
received to determine if we want to pursue any of the
candidates or wait for more to review. Presbytery
tells us this phase could take many months up to years
to find the right pastor.

We ask that you continue to keep Amanda Jones,
Beverly Nixon, Cindy McKelroy, Michael Peres, and
Tommy Palmer in your prayers as we review these
PIFs and do God’s will in determining who is the
right pastor for Gulf Prairie.

Cindy McKelroy
PNC Chair



Flower Calendar

February Sue Kimbrough 849-2736

March Sharon Oswald 258-0083

April Alice Ramby 798-1722

May open

June Irene Coulter 233-4748

July Beverly Nixon 798-2212 Dorothy
Stanley 373-0280

August Open

We welcome everyone to bring

flowers.

If you care to provide flowers please contact the
person in charge for that month and tell them which
Sunday you wish to bring flowers, so they can get the
information into the weekly bulletin, if in Memory or
in Honor of a loved one.

A New Year
of GIVING =}

R,

Outreach

Please remember to bring items for the
pantry. Gallon containers o ffood are to
much of one thing we have no way to split
this up and give it out. And we also need
the kitchen staples such as oil, sugar,
flour, etc. Keep up the good work

with state of the nation we

may all have to help each other.

Also send a Valentine  to someone from
church, even someone you don't know, or
someone you know who has been ill. You
might be surprised!

What do you think about serving the
church by serving food Thanksgiving Day
to anyone who wanted to come? Drop a
reply in the outreach

ma il box at the church.

o God Bless
Scotta.

YValentines
for Cur
omebound

TFriends



Our sympathy is extended Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is

to Kay Smith. Her mother counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is

died January 2 ", five days esteemed a man of understanding.

before her 89 ™ birthday .

A beautiful Memorial

service was held at the
ews Methodist Church in

Freeport January 17 .

Have a happy Valentined |
those that are special to you.

Catherine Henry

Jean and Bob Audas and Ruth Surovec still
nead our prayers as they are all still having
serious health problems.

A special o0Thanksd6 to To
Jack Kimbrou gh for serving as elders. Coming : ;

K i i Brazoswood HS Varsity Choir Presents
onto the session is Scotta Stanley and David - o
McKelroy and remaining on the session is Kevin %IENEP
Coulter. THWashseditd a1 t

being willing to serve.

The Presbyterian Women met Wednesday -
January 21° with Thirt een members present. JL
A big thank you to Betty Bradshaw for
moderating the lesson on Luke and a thank you M us I’CA

to Jane and Catherine for refreshments. The =
February meeting will be February 18 ™ at 9:30
at the Fellowship Hall , Beverly has volunteered

to do the lesson. Betty and Sharon will bring
refreshments.

If you have missed the family dinners on the .
third Sunday of each month, You are missing < ; \ ' N
eating a lot of good food, we have some of the / '
best cooks here at Gulf Prairie. More than
having a wonderfulmealit 6s a ti me t o FEBRUARY 2628, MARCH 1, 2009
with friends and visitors. o e 1

Purchase tickets at www.bwoodcholir.org
Call 979-730-7300 (x-29241) for more information.

This is a quote from 0God
Booké6.

Never pass up a chance to keep your mouth Our OWH. Ge_orge_ Adam I I_S
shut. performing in this production

Proverbs 17:28



PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY TEAM:
JANUARY 2009 NEWSLETTER REPORT

Communion was shared with our Shut-ins on Sunday
afternoon, January 4. Betty assisted Rev. Currie in
serving the elements to Jean, Ruth, and Alice.

On Sat., Jan. 17, a Training/Planning/Session Meeting
was held from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon in our
Fellowhship Hall. Church Elders, led by Rev. Currie,
were in attendance. A delicious breakfast, organized
and prepared by Barbara, helped us start our day!

Sue and Sharon helped Rev. Currie sort books in her
office on Wed., Jan. 21. Galveston and Houston
ministers who lost their book collections due to Ike will
be invited to peruse remaining books on the shelves
and create a new collection of religious material for
themselves. GPPC is reaching out to its neighbors.

A Church Officer Enrichment Workshop, hosted by St.
Luke's Pres in Houston, will be held on Sat., Jan. 24,
2009 from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. Six elders plus
Rev. Currie will attend said event.

The First Quarterly Meeting of the Pastoral Care
Ministry Team will be held on Wed., Jan. 28, 2009 at
10:00 a.m. in the Adult Sunday School Room. Anyone
interested in serving in this area of the church is
invited to attend. For more info', please phone Sharon
at 258-0083.

Just a reminder that our University Students and our
Shut-Ins would appreciate receiving mail:

Breanna Barrera (U of Nebraska, Lincoln)
4308 Neihardt Hall

540 North 16th Street

Lincoln, NE 68508

Callie Coulter (U T, Austin)
2111 Duren

2624 Whitis Avenue
Austin, TX 78705

Megan McNeill (Austin School of Culinary Arts)
2600 Gracy Farms Lane

Apt. 1218

Austin, TX

78758

Ruth Surovec
236 Camelia

Brazoria, TX

77422

Thelma Warny

Plantation Health Care Center Inc.
Rm 201

204 Oak Drive S

Lake Jackson, TX

77566

Jean Audas
Triumph Hospital
Rm 228

350 Blossom Street
Webster, TX

77598

Please keep all those on our Prayer List in your
thoughts and prayers.

Keeping the sheep happily munching!

The Pastoral Care Ministry Team
Team Leader: Elder Sharon Oswald
(979-258-0083)

Pager Instructions

The GPPC Pastoral Care Ministry Team has invested in a
pager for sick Church Family members. If you would like to
let a brother or sister in Christ know that you are praying for
him or for her, either anonymously or not, please follow these
instructions:

1. Dial pager number (424-1577) or (979-424-1577, if long
distance). For example, if the patient is hospitalized in
Houston, you must dial the long distance number. If you are
in Houston and the patient is in Jones Creek, you must dial
the long distance number.

2. Wait for the RING and then 3 QUICK BEEPS.

3. Dial 777 (for anonymity), or dial your own telephone
number.

4. Press # to send the page.
5. You should hear a steady, unbroken series of beeps.

* At this point, the person for whom you are praying should
receive your call. If you dialed 777, the pager will vibrate and
let him or her know that someone is praying for him/her. If
you dialed your telephone number, the pager will vibrate and
display your home phone number on the pager screen.

Tending His sheep,

The Pastoral Care Ministry Team
XOX



Dear Church Family,

As you know, Stacey and | have been volunteering
our time to oversee/lead the SPARKs activities for
many years. Although we love our time with our
youth, we also are finding the amount of time to
commit to be harder and harder as our own children
are active in other activities.  We are in great need
of adults to step forward  and help out with
chaperoning some of the up and coming events.
This is a very busy time of year for our youth
activities and unfortunately, Stacey and | are
strapped for extra time to commit to these event

with our commitments to the non SPARK activities
with our two seniors.  We would hate to have the up
and coming youth miss out becau se we are not
available to take them.

Stacey and | are currently taking 6 youth to the
'‘Acquire the Fire' youth conference on Jan. 23 -
24th.

Several Dates to consider:
Our young girls would like to go to the Revolve Tour
at the Toyota Center on Feb.13-14th. You will have
an awesome time.....guaranteed.
Great speakers giving messages to this age group.
Conclaves on March 27-29th.
~Please note that all tickets/parking/gas are paid
for chaperones out of the SPARKSs activity fund.
PLEASE LET STACEY OR MYSELF KNOW IF YOU
CAN HELP US OUT AS SOON AS YOU CAN.
Our only other option is to not offer these event
opportunities to the youth  and that would be just
awful when they have worked so hard earning the
money to allow them to go without any financial
burden on individual families.

Sincerely,

Cindy McKelroy

HEARTS

in the morning

Start your morning with heart. Enjoy this
special breakfast with someone you love!

v
What you need: v .

What you do:

Your favorite pancake recipe
and syrup

Pan or griddle . N
Cooking spray

Liquid measuring cup
One S-inch heart-shaped

metal cookie cutter
Wooden clothespin
Spatula

Adult help <

. 9 °

1. With an adult’s help, follow

your recipe to make your
favorite pancakes.

. Spray cooking spray onto your

pan or griddle.

. Pour pancake batter into a

liquid measuring cup. (This
helps with pouring individual
pancakes.)

. Place the cookie cutter on

the pan or griddle. Then clip
the wooden clothespin onto
the cookie cutter to act as

a handle.

. Pour batter (about 3-4

Tablespoons) into the
cookie cutter.

. Cook until the top is bubbly

and the pancake is dry around
the edges.

When the heart is ready to
flip, use the clothespin to lift
and remove the cookie cuttet.

. Turn the pancake with the

spatula and cook until golden
on both sides. Enjoy with your
favorite syrup or fruit.




2009 Sunday school classes

3and4yearolds 1
Amanda Jones

Kinder, 1 s and 2 ™ Graders i
Daphne Cardenas

3™ 4" and5 " Graders i
Kevin Coulter

6", 7™ and 8 ™ graders i
Diann East

9" 10™ 11" and 12 " i
Cindy McKelroy

Adults T
Velma Groves

Christian Education 2009 Calendar

Jam (Jesus and Me) Ages 3 thru 12
February 8 ™

March 8th

April - No Jam (Easter)

May 3rd

June - No Jam (Vacation Bible School)
July 12th

Augus t 9th

September 13

October 11

November 8

December 6

SPARKS (Students Praising a Risen King)
Bake sale and meeting the first Sunday of
each month

Communicants Class - during the Sunday
school hour

March 1 *

March 8 ™

March 15 ™

March 22 ™

March 29 ™

Vacation Bible School _ June 14 " thru 18 ™

Christmas Play December 13 ™




February 2009 NEWSLETTER

February 1 —- MEETING AND BAKE SALE - Don’t
forget to bring your baked goods! Our meeting will

be at 11:00 a.m. in the adult Sunday school classroom.

Road Adoption: Remember we clean up Gulf Prairie
Road on the 3 Sunday of each month. (Feb 15" )
Bring your old shoes and grab a garbage bag...only
takes about 30 minutes. We will also be keeping a
close watch on the church playground.

***Revolve Tour - Feb 13 &14™ ....not too late to
sign up please let Stacey know as soon as
possible...we will be ordering tickets real soon.
(Hopefully, there will be some left.)

Conclaves is also coming soon...if there is enough
interest our youth will attend Jr high and Sr High
mixed group on Mar 27-29.

OUR YOUTH HAD A GREAT TIME AT THE
ACQUIRE THE FIRE EVENT!! 6 Youth
participated along with Cindy and Stacey.

2009 Nursery Schedule

Feb1l Casey
Feb 8 George
Feb 15 Hayden
Feb 22 KM

Mar 1 Robin
Mar 8 Stephan
Mar 15 Stephanie
Mar 22 Allison

Mar 29 Amanda

***%Youth and parents please be available

to stay for the 11:00 servide case

we have children from that service needing to be in
nursery. If you see that no one is coming around
11:15 you may leave.

Thank you!

Mark your calendars now for
Vacation Bible School 2009

June 14 " thru 18 "

Anyone interested in helping please
contact

Katherine Serna 979 -824-1433



Fellowship News Out & About

February is one of my favorite months because
Valentine Day is in February. We all like

. . . Fellowship i r primar | if have th
Valentines. We like to send and receive them, STOWSNIP IS our primary goai so It you have the

1% Thursdaé/ of th? month fdee come join the

they are fun, they mean \?/e I
someone. There are over 60 references to love
in the Bible. OFor God worl d that

S 0 ove e
He gave His only son begotton Son, that Alice I%amby e

whoever believes in Him should not perish but Sharon Oswald  258-0083

have everlasting |lifedédédGod is | vV e
never ébhboVvedi s oplaotviee ntsé é WeW|IIIeavethechurchat9 30unlessadV|sed

kindé6éWhen Jesus asked wHiffeeently. cThe feadar rapspastation this year is

was first, He answered o®4& first of all
commandments i s 6 Hiceoarr O I sreal the Lo
God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Leave GPPC at 9:30 a.m.

lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind and with all your

strength.. This is the first commandment. And February 5 Portof Houston
the second like it is this: You shall love your March 5 Galveston, Ashton Villa
neighbor as yourself. There is no other April 2 Brennan Bluebonnets

commandment greater than Mayies e. dlilliesatCrainers
Love is a gift that we all have. It is given by
God to us to share.
hope, love, these three: but the greatest of
these is lovebod.

Please read again 1 Corthians 13:1-13.

The family luncheon will be on February 15th

In March following the luncheon we will have a
oOoWhite El ephantdé Bingo.
OWhite El ephantsbod.

Have a Happy Valentines Day and remember the
greatest gift of love was given to us by God.

Barbara QUILTING GROUP

The Jones Creek Quilting Bee will meet in the
fellowship hall on the first Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM

Jean Audus



9:00 AM
1 Dicky & Irene Coulter
g™ Betty Bradshaw
15" Barrera Family
22" Kevin Coulter Family
1° Alice Pena
g Jane & Jimmy Coulter

15" Ken & Alice Ramby
22nd Barbara Lettiere

To sign-up to be an usher call
Peggy Badders at 345-2117

Menbs Breakfast
February 22"
Cooks: Please sijn up on sheet in the Fellowship
Hall

NDER

ND“E';‘DsINE FOR
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Newsletter Deadline
| have to have the submissions for the
February
newsletter by:
Sunday,February 22"

No more Wednesday deadline.

Submit articles to:
newsletter@gulf-prairie.org

N
Fellowship Meals

Sunday Luncheon

Will be Sunday,
February 15"

If your last name begins with

A-C bring dessert and clean-up é -E bring
me at é -Zarnnd salad or vegetable &
bring whatever you can, but come!!!

(0]

r
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Scripture Reading for

Commit for Life Februar

Every donor helps to save the lives of 01 Leviticus 1-4 y
three people. 02 Leviticus 5-7

. 03 Leviticus 8-10

Blood Drive 2009 04 Leviticus 11-13

05 Leviticus 14-15

. 06 Leviticus 16-18

2009 Blood Drive Dates 07 Leviticus 19-21

Saturday, April 18 " 08 Leviticus 22-23

Saturday, July 12 th 09 Lev!t!cus 24-25

10 Leviticus 26-27

Saturday, September 20 " 11 Numbers 1-2
Saturday, November 15™ 12 Numbers 3-4

13  Numbers 5-6
14 Numbers 7
15 Numbers 8-10

Register at www.giveblood.org 1? mﬁmgzg ﬂig

Dondt forget to sign URg Numbers16-17
19 Numbers 18-20
20 Numbers 21-22
21  Numbers 23-25
22 Numbers 26-27
23 Numbers 28-30
24  Numbers 31-32
25 Numbers 33-34
26 Numbers 35-36
27 Deuteronomy 1-2
28 Deuteronomy 3-4

Readmgs ﬁrtheMonth
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GULF PRAIRIE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SINCE 1877
A PLACE OF MINISTERY AND WORSHIP
IN THE NAME OF GOD AND
47O THEGLORY OF GOD

. :"Service 9:00 A.M.
Church 9:45 A M.

Manse . .



